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RAIL infrastructure 
including cable and 
valuable metals on the 
High Speed 1 (HS1) route 
is being protected from 
metal theft by innovative 
marking product 
SelectaDNA Trace. 

The specially-formulated spray, which 
contains UV markers and coded 
metal particles, has already been used 
successfully by the UK’s national rail 
operator Network Rail. The company’s 
subsidiary Network Rail (High Speed) Ltd 
operates and maintains HS1.

HS1, officially known as the Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link, runs for 108 kilometres 
(67 miles) between London St Pancras 
and the UK end of the Channel Tunnel, 
through Kent. 

Selectamark has been awarded a five 
year contract to forensically mark rail 
equipment such as copper cable, rail 
track and signal boxes across the HS1 
route, and will be working in partnership 
with security solutions group 
LandSheriffs.

James Brown, Sales Director,  
Selectamark said: 

“We are delighted to have won 
this prestigious contract, and are 
confident that the strength of the 
thousands of SelectaDNA warning  
 

signs being deployed on fencing 
and bridges, will help HS1 and 
LandSheriffs maintain their 
excellent record of securing critical 
infrastructure along the route.”
SelectaDNA Trace’s technology helps 
Police provide immediate forensic proof 
of where stolen metal has come from, 
enabling them to prosecute criminals 
successfully. 

Network Rail has already used 
SelectaDNA Trace to deter metal theft 
on the Anglia route and has since 
extended its use to mark live and 
redundant cabling on the Kent and 
Sussex lines.

Internationally, SelectaDNA is being used 
by German national railway Deutsche 
Bahn and ProRail in the Netherlands.   
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Organised gangs of thieves have 
been targeting solar power sites 
and re-selling stolen photovoltaic 
units and parts including vacuum 
tubes on the black market.

At one solar park near Schwerin, 
thieves have struck multiple times 
over a four year period. In the past 
year alone, more than 40 incidents 
have been reported at the park.

SelectaDNA’s German distributor Donald van der Laan said: 

LEADING Nordic construction 
and civil engineering company 
MTHojgaard are protecting building 
sites in Denmark with SelectaDNA. 
Construction equipment, tools, 
lamps and electrical cable is being 
marked and deterrent warning 
signage placed on perimeter fencing 
to deter intruders.

FARMERS near Catalonia are to use 
SelectaDNA to protect agricultural 
equipment against theft. 

Following a spate of robberies 
in the area where equipment 
worth five  million Euros was 
stolen, the farmers in Castellon 
are keen to try a new deterrent. 

Meanwhile, Santa Coloma de 
Gramanet is the latest Spanish 
city to use SelectaDNA to protect 
street furniture and cable. The 
town is using DNA Trace to mark 
outdoor items after theft and 
repair costs in recent months were 
estimated at over 100,000 Euros. 

In Valencia, a three month trial of 
SelectaDNA by the city council 
resulted in a 100% reduction in 
theft of copper wiring from street 
lights. The council has now decided 
to extend the trial to include the 
areas of Maritimo and Campanar.

Construction Sites 
Build Up DNA 
Protection 

Spanish Cities Fight 
Back Against Theft 

International News
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SOLAR parks in Brandenburg, Germany, are 
being protected by SelectaDNA following a 
spate of thefts from sites across the country. 

Taking The Shine  
Off Solar Panel Theft

“This type of theft is something of an epidemic in Germany. 
We have already marked units at five solar parks in 
Brandenburg and plan to protect many more in the future. 
Solar panels marked with SelectaDNA are worthless for re-sale, 
making the theft of them a pointless and risky exercise.”



In the UK, SelectaDNA was recently 
featured on popular ITV daytime show 
This Morning where former Metropolitan 
Police Superintendent Sue Hill 
demonstrated the product on her ‘Crime 
File’ segment.

Our Danish distributor Henrik Olsen was 
interviewed for the national TV2 News; 
and in Spain our distributor Eduard 
Camos appeared on TV3 (Catalan TV) 
talking about marking street furniture.

Exposure on a popular programme 
called WISO on ZDF in Germany resulted 
in huge interest in SelectaDNA’s home 

property marking kits; while in New 
Zealand, TVNZ Breakfast featured 
SelectaDNA in an item about home 
security tips  
and included an interview with a 
prominent NZ Police Area Commander 
praising the product’s success in 
deterring crime. 

Following coverage on various TV  
news items about how SelectaDNA Spray 
could help deter burglary from French 
jewellery stores, SelectaDNA France took 
part in an interview for NBC  
News as they visited a Cartier exhibition 
in Paris.

AN AWARD has been presented to 
SelectaDNA NZ and Bank of New 
Zealand for their contributions towards 
the successful BNZ Safer Schools 
Programme. At a ceremony hosted 
in Auckland, SelectaDNA Director 

David Morrissey collected a Certificate 
of Appreciation from New Zealand 
Police Commissioner Peter Marshall. 
The BNZ Safer Schools Programme has 
seen SelectaDNA property marking 
kits deployed into every school in New 
Zealand through sponsorship from the 
BNZ. Assistance from key supporters 
Crimestoppers, New Zealand Police 
and the Ministry of Education has 
seen the programme produce some 
excellent results, culminating in an 
overall reduction of burglaries from 
schools of just under 25% nationwide

 
Estonia Launches 
With Metal Theft 
Campaign

IN A brand new venture, SelectaDNA 
has been launched in Estonia after it 
was chosen by a consortium of 10 
major users of metal including 
national power companies to 
forensically mark all types of metal 
including cable. 

The consortium will be working 
closely with Estonian police and our 
new distributor to fight metal theft in 
the country.
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Breaking News

Shopping Centre 
Secured With Spray 

FRENCH retail group Auchan has 
deployed SelectaDNA Spray to deter 
robberies in a brand new shopping 
centre in Epinay-sur-Seine. 

All entrances have been armed with 
the DNA Spray, which if activated by 
an intruder emits a burst of forensic 
solution onto the offender. 

The spray solution contains a UV Tracer 
and DNA code, uniquely coded for 
each premises, to link the fleeing 
criminal to the scene of the crime. 

Although invisible and harmless, the 
solution can remain on the criminal 
for weeks, clinging to fibres and 
settling in creases of the skin. 

Police and security forces in Epinay-
sur-Seine are now armed with 
equipment to detect SelectaDNA  
on offenders. 

SelectaDNA regularly makes newspaper and TV news as 
our international profile continues to rise...

Police Award For SelectaDNA NZ 
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Park Scheme 
Reduces Metal 
Theft By 100%

FOLLOWING a council scheme 
using outdoor marking product 
SelectaDNA Trace, 100% reduction in 
metal theft from parks in Dudley has 
been achieved. 

Dudley Council confirmed that metal 
theft from parks had been a problem 
in the borough previously and that 30 
rails of security fence had been stolen 
from a park in one particular incident 
prior to the introduction of Trace. 

SelectaDNA Trace is designed for 
the protection and identification 
of valuable metals and outdoor 
equipment. It is a high tech asset/
infrastructure marking solution 
which consists of a group of ceramic 
particles and thousands  
of microdots.

These tiny, metallic dots are read by 
a microscope to show a SelectaDNA 
code which is linked to the Police 
approved Secure Asset Register 
database.

Officers have teamed up with 
University of Wolverhampton 
security and accommodation 
services to offer DNA marking kits 
to over 500 students in the city.

Using the uniquely-coded DNA 
liquid, officers have been marking 
student property such as laptops 
and iPads, which will help them 
identify the owners of any stolen 
items recovered by the police.

Officers in the suburb of Wednesfield 
have used some of the kits on residential 
burglary victims to reduce the chance of 
them becoming a repeat victim of crime.

Police are also marking entrances 
to homes, including doorways and 
windows, meaning burglars will be 
stained with SelectaDNA Gel if they 
do attempt to break into the property. 
Officers will then be able to link 

arrested offenders who have been 
marked to the scene of their crime.

PC Adam Davenport from 
Wolverhampton Investigation Team said: 
“Burglary is a current priority for us so 
we are keen to exploit every avenue that 
could help us solve this kind of crime.

 “When a burglary suspect is brought 
into custody, our officers use specialist 
lights to detect the DNA substance 
and help determine if they are linked 
to any recently reported offences.” 

 PC Ryan Hoban, Stolen Goods Officer, 
added: “Due to the generic nature of 
some of the stolen items it is crucial 
that you link your property to yourself. 
By using products such as DNA 
marking kits we have a good chance 
of returning items that we recover.”

New Police Scheme 
Targets Student & 
Residential Burglary
WOLVERHAMPTON Police are using SelectaDNA 
technology to protect student accommodation and to 
guard homes that have already been targeted by burglars.

Tweet And Tell 

TWEET details and images from  
your property marking events  
to @selectadna and follow us on 
Twitter and Facebook for the latest 
news.



Putting A Spoke  
In Bike Theft 

As part of Operation Spoke, Durham 
Constabulary will be working closely 
with local cycle retailers and the UK’s 
national cycle database BikeRegister to 
introduce a bike marking scheme and to 
register bicycles in the area. BikeRegister 
(www.bikeregister.com) is owned and 
maintained by Selectamark. 

The aim of the scheme is that every new 
cycle sold will be marked and registered 
to their new owner at point of sale. 
People who already own bikes can also 
attend their local cycle retailers, police 
stations and other cycle marking events 
to have their bike (or bikes) marked and 
registered under the scheme.

Operation Spoke is offering reduced 
price BikeRegister kits that include 
four permanent stencil etching marks, 
unique microdots, a QR code label and 
a tamper resistant BikeRegister warning 
label. This kit will make it virtually 
impossible to remove the identity of a 
bike. 

Crime Prevention Officer PC David 
Williamson said: “This really is a fantastic 
opportunity for anyone wishing to 
protect their bicycle, a simple yet highly 
effective method of preventing a bicycle 
from being taken and it takes only a few 
minutes.”

Superintendent Kevin Weir, who is 
leading the initiative said: “The key 
benefit of the scheme is that should 
a bicycle be stolen it will be easy to 
identify by police. This means a stolen 
bicycle will be easy to return to a rightful 
owner. I am also hopeful that the 
introduction of this scheme will be a 
deterrent to bicycle thieves. 

“The message I want to send 
out is simple - if you had a new 
bicycle for Christmas this year or 
are buying one in 2014, please 
register it with your retailer as part 
of Operation Spoke. Our aim is 
to get as many bikes as possible 
registered under the scheme, 
reducing the opportunity for 
bicycle theft across our force area.”

A POLICE-led initiative aimed at reducing bicycle 
theft across County Durham & Darlington has 
been launched.

DNA Dog Jazz 
Continues To Sniff 
Out Crime 

DNA super dog Jazz, who is the first 
dog in the world to be trained to sniff 
out SelectaDNA markings on metal, 
continues to assist UK police forces in 
their fight against metal theft.

Trained by former police officer 
and founder of Search Dogs UK 
Mick Swindells, Jazz is set to work 
with Merseyside Police on a special 
operation at the ports in the New 
Year. This follows on from her 
work on Operation Tornado with 
Lancashire Police to catch metal 
thieves.

Mick explained how Jazz operates 
differently from humans: “We can 
only search in 2D ie. in the line of 
sight, but dogs can search in 3D 
by using their noses. Jazz is able to 
touch the marked metal with her 
nose identifying the target scent 
of SelectaDNA, allowing officers 
to move in at this point and make 
further investigations.” 

Jazz is also broadening her horizons 
and looking to work overseas. She 
recently appeared at a UKTI Asia 
Pacific Trade workshop where she 
was well-received and displayed 
her skills to representatives from 
countries such as Thailand, Taiwan, 
India, Japan and Malaysia.
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Business Improvement 
District Tightens Security

The Fitzrovia Partnership is based near 
London’s West End and brings together 
local businesses, community groups 
and residents to maintain the vibrant 
atmosphere of Fitzrovia and offer a safer, 
cleaner and more accessible district.

An eclectic mix of hotels, pubs and 
restaurants including the Charlotte Street 
Hotel and Japanese restaurant Roka as 
well as furnishing store Heal’s and world-
renowned ad agency Saatchi & Saatchi all 
operate in Fitzrovia. Several embassies are 
also based in the area.

The partnership’s Ambassador team 
patrol the streets of Fitzrovia six days 
a week and are focusing on a major 
clampdown on crime reduction.

As part of this initiative, licensed premises 
in the area are being supplied The 
Chelsea Clip, which has a proven track 
record of preventing opportunist bag 
theft from public places. 

Produced by Selectamark, the Clip is 
an injection-moulded nylon hook from 
which a bag, rucksack or laptop case 
can be suspended by its own strap. 

Two hands are needed to remove an 
item from the Clip, making ‘handbag 
snatching’ virtually impossible. It can be 
easily fitted to tables, walls, bars or behind 
lavatory doors.

Also on offer to members are 500 
SelectaDNA property marking kits to mark 
valuable office equipment. Lee Lyons, 
Business Improvement District Manager 
at The Fitzrovia Partnership said: 

“We have secured SelectaDNA 
property marking kits for 
commercial and residential 
properties and Chelsea Clips for 
licensed premises that are available 
to our members for free.”
He added: 

“We would encourage all our 
members to take part in this 
initiative to make their property 
and equipment more secure.” 

OFFICES and licenced premises belonging to a Business 
Improvement District (BID) in central London are starting 
the New Year with heightened security in place after 
being offered property marking kits and innovative clips 
to prevent handbag theft.

TESA In The 
Spotlight On Corrie 

Cutting Crime In 
The Square Mile 

NEW lighting equipment being used 
on the set of ITV soap Coronation 
Street has been marked with 
Selectamark’s TESA security labels, 
our most secure and durable 
label option which can also 
include  barcoding for easier asset 
management. Stephen Treanor, 
Technical Manager for Coronation 
Street, ITV Studios, said: 

“We’ve had good feedback 
from the team doing the asset 
tagging that the labels adhere 
well, scan perfectly and look 
good.”

A NEW crime reduction initiative to 
protect laptops, Sat Nav systems, 
iPads and mobile phones from theft 
has been introduced in the City of 
London. The new scheme involves 
the use of TESA, Selectamark’s most 
secure label. 

All property and owner details are 
then registered on the Secure Asset 
Register database, available to Police 
24/7.

PCSO Scott Green from City of London  
Police said: “There has been an increase  
in theft of items such as laptops 
and iPhones from pubs in the City. 
People relax when they go out for 
a drink but that can be just when 
thieves are ready to strike.

“We would like people to mark their 
items of value with highly visible TESA 
labels which will deter thieves from 
taking the item in the first place 
and will make it very difficult for 
them to sell on. TESA labels have an 
extremely strong adhesive and are 
virtually impossible to remove.” 
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Swansea  Boiler Theft 
Reduced To Zero

Due to increasing incidents of metal theft 
in both void and tenanted housing, City 
& County of Swansea Council took the 
decision to mark all of its 13,000 boilers in 
all of its properties across the city.

The boilers were marked using 
SelectaDNA forensic marking fluid, which 
leaves behind an invisible but unique 
DNA code that can be traced back to 
a City & County of Swansea Council 
property if a thief tried to sell on the 
stolen metal.

Selectamark’s original permanent 
marking system, which involves a visible 
stencil-etching bearing the council’s 
name is also being used to make sure 
that thieves are in no doubt that the 
boilers are protected.

From May 1st to October 31st (6 months) 
there have been no thefts of any marked 
boilers, in the same time frame last year 
there were 47 boiler thefts costing the 
Authority over £100,000.

Nigel Williams, Group Leader of 
Maintenance from Swansea Council,  
said:

“We chose SelectaDNA and 
Selectamark marking for our 
boilers because they are market 
leading brands and the DNA 
element in SelectaDNA has led to 
convictions, the project has been 
an overwhelming success saving 
the Authority a substantial amount 
of money.”

BOILER theft in property belonging to City & County  
of Swansea Council has been reduced from 47 instances to 
zero over a six month period following the introduction of 
a huge property marking campaign.

Darlington’s DNA 
Crackdown 

A SITE in Suffolk belonging to AXA 
insurance company suffered no 
metal theft for more than eight 
months following the application of 
SelectaDNA Grease to lead items on 
the premises. The site had been a 
continual target for lead theft over a 
three year period, with the building 
being damaged every month. 

Grease not only marks metal but, if 
touched, it also stains the hands and 
clothes of the offender with a UV 
tracer and a unique DNA code. 

A NEW crime reduction initiative 
using SelectaDNA forensic marking 
has been launched in the market 
town of Darlington, north-east 
England, to reduce burglary and theft 
from schools, nurseries and children’s 
centres, as well as metal theft of street 
furniture and market stalls. 

Funded by Darlington Borough 
Council, a number of council 
establishments have received a 
SelectaDNA property marking kit to 
mark valuable assets including 
computers and whiteboards. 
Darlington’s 20,000 gully covers and 
market stall equipment are also being 
protected from theft after being 
marked with SelectaDNA Trace. 

Jeff Stephenson, Risk and Insurance 
Officer at Darlington Borough 
Council said: “We are determined to 
reduce burglary and metal theft 
across Darlington and we are 
confident that the use of SelectaDNA 
products to mark valuable 
equipment in our children’s services 
establishments and libraries, as well 
as marking street furniture and 
market equipment in the town 
centre will help us achieve this.”
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Metal Theft 
Deterrent Success 



‘Outstanding’ Knowledge Transfer Partnership 

Selectamark Security Systems plc, 1 Locks Court, 429 Crofton Road, 
Locksbottom, Kent, BR6 8NL. Telephone: +44 (0)1689 860757  

For further press information and images contact: Angela Singleton, 
Press Officer for Selectamark. Telephone: +44 (0)7905 623 819    
Email: angela.singleton@selectamark.co.uk
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For more information visit

www.selectadna.co.uk
or contact 
+44 (0)1689 860757

Permanent Visible Marking
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A HIGHLY successful Knowledge Transfer 
Partnership (KTP) between Selectamark and 
Kingston University has been awarded a 
Grade A (Outstanding) – the highest possible 
ranking – by the Technology Strategy 
Board, a UK public body which supports the 
development of innovative technologies and 
products.

The university’s Faculty of Science, 
Engineering and Computing was awarded 
the two-year KTP in 2011.

Prior to the project with Kingston, 
Selectamark’s web-based systems were 
developed and hosted by third parties, some 
of which no longer provided customer 
support for their older products, causing the 
infrastructure to become fragmented.

The KTP employed a Kingston University 
web development and media technology 
graduate, as the KTP associate.

Both sides of the partnership provided 
software, usability and security testing 
expertise that was applied to develop 
a single, secure platform on which all 
of Selectamark’s web and e-commerce 
applications are now deployed. This has 
improved flexibility, achieved significant cost 
savings in development and hosting, and 
helped Selectamark secure new contracts.

With support from Dr James Denholm-Price, 
Principal Lecturer, School of Mathematics at 
Kingston, the KTP associate also designed, 
developed and modified the company’s 
BikeRegister website.

This helped Selectamark win a tender to 
provide the official cycle database and 
bike-marking product for London. The 
BikeRegister website is endorsed by the 
Metropolitan Police and used by their Cycle 
Task Force.

Andrew Knights, Managing Director 
of Selectamark, said: “We are proud 
to have developed a web and 
e-commerce presence that gives us a 
competitive edge in the UK and also 
positions Selectamark as a market  
leader globally.”

Operating To The Highest Database Standards

SELECTAMARK’S Secure Asset Register and 
BikeRegister databases are now the most 
secure and accredited asset registration 
databases in the UK, having achieved 
LPS1224 Issue 3 (the latest version of this 
standard), and most recently ISO27001.

ISO27001 is the international standard 
covering the safe and secure management 
of information and signifies that as a 
business Selectamark is operating to the 

highest standards of information security.

Selectamark’s Operations Director, Stephen 
Morris, said: “We achieved this certification 
in December 2013 via the UKAS Accredited 
Certification body BSI (British Standards 
Institution) and in just four and a half 
months.”

He added: “It was important for us 
to achieve the ISO27001 standard as 

it lends us weight and credibility in 
our global markets and assists our 
distributors when they are dealing 
with government bodies and large 
businesses.”
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