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SURREY residents and businesses 
are being encouraged to help 
police ‘Beat the Burglar’ through 
the use of SelectaDNA forensic 
marking products as part of a new 
campaign involving a series of crime 
prevention roadshows. 

Domestic SelectaDNA forensic marking 
kits are being handed out to protect 
homes, and advice is also being 
provided for businesses which can 
protect premises from burglary using 
SelectaDNA Spray, an intruder spray 
system for offices, warehouses and retail 
outlets that is triggered automatically by 
a break-in. 

As part of the campaign Crime 
Reduction Advisors are touring Surrey’s 

streets in a vehicle branded with the 
SelectaDNA campaign messages, giving 
advice on how to avoid becoming a 
victim.

Temporary Detective Superintendent 
Ian Chandler of Surrey Police said: 
“Burglary is often an opportunist crime 
which causes misery for those who 
fall victim to it and Surrey Police is 
committed to finding ways to tackle it. 
This campaign is a warning to burglars 
that we will use all methods at our 
disposal to track them down and they 
may already be ‘marked’”.

He continued: “Forensic marking’s main 
strength is its deterrent value. The fear 
factor comes into play as burglars are 
aware that forensic property marking 

is helping police to convict criminals. It 
has been proven that they are staying 
away from homes and belongings 
which are forensically protected”.

Surrey Police has permanent UV lights 
fitted at its four custody suites in 
Woking, Staines, Guildford and Reigate 
under which all suspects who come 
into custody are routinely screened to 
show if they have been sprayed with 
any forensic dye.

Surrey Police will be direct-mailing 
some residents and warning would-
be offenders in Surrey with a series of 
billboards and posters at various points 
across the county.
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Stash of Corporate 
Laptops Recovered

Over a period of nine months, seven 
high-value laptops were stolen by a 
thief, who turned out to be a member 
of the company’s internal service 
team. The thief was caught by covert 
surveillance stealing a ‘bait’ computer.  
When police later searched the thief’s 
home, they found the stash of stolen 
laptops and confiscated them all, 
arresting the thief at the same time.
The company’s head of security was 
then contacted by police and asked 
to come to the station to identify the 
property. He said: 

“As all the laptops had 
been security marked 
using SelectaDNA forensic 

marking, this was an easy 
task, as it was immediately 
obvious which computers 
were ours due to the 
hi-visibility deterrent 
warning sticker that we had 
placed on each marked 
laptop. The sticker is tamper 
proof, so the thief wasn’t 
able to get it off. 

“Also there were invisible 
forensic markings on each 
laptop that become visible 
under UV light. Anyone 

with a UV light can scan the 
marking and read it, and 
police have UV scanners 
in all custody suites now 
so they can easily identify 
where marked property 
has come from. 

“There was just one computer that 
I identified as not belonging to the 
company, but the rest were ours and 
we were very pleased to be able to 
recover them.” 

He concluded: “Whilst this was only 
a small theft problem within a large 
company, it was still a security risk, and 
as such needed to be stopped. 
“By using SelectaDNA, it gave us proof 
that the computers were ours, as the 
unique DNA code in the kit we used 
to mark the laptops is registered to 
our company alone. This meant that 
the thief didn’t have a leg to stand 
on when laptops belonging to the 
company were discovered by police in 
his own home.

“We intend to carry on marking all 
new IT equipment with SelectaDNA as 
we now know that if items are stolen, 
there is a strong possibility that they 
can be recovered and returned to us.”

WHEN a number of expensive laptops went missing from the offices of a large 
blue chip company in London, the head of security was understandably keen 
to catch the perpetrator.
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Holland & Barrett Ipswich was targeted 
twice by thieves who stole computer 
equipment and expensive stock. 
Security manager for Holland & Barrett, 
Martin Toomey, said: “We were looking for 
a cost-effective way to protect the store 
and keep computer equipment and 
stock safe.”

He continued: “When the store was 
burgled, the thieves not only stole items 
from the shelves but totally wrecked 
electronic equipment, and the shop had 
to stay closed until the damage was fixed. 
This is not only a major disruption to 
business, but to customers as well.”

SelectaDNA’s unique DNA code makes it 
ideal for tackling business crime, whereby 
the code can be assigned to an individual 
business address creating an irrefutable 
link between stolen goods and a store. 
The unique combination of microdots and 
DNA allows the Police to instantly identify 
and recover marked items. 

Mr Toomey added: “By using SelectaDNA 
forensic marking on in-store electrical 
equipment and high value stock, and by 
displaying hi-visibility deterrent stickers 
that are supplied with the kit in the shop 
windows, we are confident that thieves 
will think twice about targeting the 
store again.“
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Store finds a Healthy 
Solution to Burglary
A MAJOR health-food retailer is now using 
SelectaDNA forensic marking to protect high value 
items after a successful pilot test in one of its stores.

“We were looking 
for a cost-effective 
way to protect 
the store and 
keep computer 
equipment and 
stock safe.”



New Zealand 
schools safer with 
SelectaDNA
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THE largest schools project to date 
in New Zealand recently launched 
with the introduction of SelectaDNA 
forensic property marking kits into 
275 schools across the Waikato 
Policing District.

“We saw a real opportunity to support 
schools,” said Linda Bendikson from 
the Ministry of Education. “High speed 
broadband going into schools next year 
will see investment in more high tech 
equipment.”

Desirable items such as laptops, PCs 
and other electrical equipment are a 
known target for opportunistic thieves.  
Students of Berkley Normal Middle 
School in Hamilton are more than 
aware of the impact a burglary makes 
on their school community.

Student Ella May said “There have been 
10 break-ins to our school over the last 
3 months where laptops and a TV has 
been taken.”

“The cost of break-ins is huge,” said 
fellow student Erin Gatenby, “this will 
help protect our property.”

Over the 2009/10 fiscal year there were 
207 Waikato schools or education 
providers burgled,” says Assistant 
Commissioner Alan Boreham, former 
District Commander of Waikato.

Principal John Crone said of the impacts, 
“it’s not only the loss of property but 
also the intrusion in our lives.”

The SelectaDNA kits allow for about 
100 items to be marked. Participating 
schools are also being provided with 
highly visible fence signs and stickers.

“The DNA marking gives us the 
power to link offenders to the scene 
of a crime and adds to the strength 
of evidence, ultimately leading to a 
successful conviction,” says Assistant 
Commissioner Boreham. “We want to 
reduce offending and make people feel 
safer.”

A similar project has run in the Rotorua 
District with a 45 percent reduction in 
burglary rates to date in schools.

“The DNA marking gives us 
the power to link offenders 
to the scene of a crime and 
adds to the strength of 
evidence, ultimately leading 
to a successful conviction,” 
says Assistant Commissioner 
Boreham. “We want to 
reduce offending and make 
people feel safer.”



Chelsea Clip Helps Turn  
The Tables On Cafe Crime  
MAJOR cafe chains in the City of 
Westminster have been using 
crime prevention measures such 
as the Chelsea Clip to prevent and 
deter handbag and laptop theft 
and have slashed petty crime 
by half.

Westminster Council’s Café Watch 
scheme encouraged coffee-shop 
chains including Starbucks, Eat, 
Costa Coffee, Coffee Republic, Pret 
a Manger and Café Nero to share 
intelligence, carry out police checks 
and provide extra staff training. 

The number of crimes reported in these 
chains fell from a total of 816 in the 
first three months of 2007 to 397 in the 
same period this year (2010). Reported 
crimes include theft of mobile phones, 
aggressive begging by gangs, thefts of 
laptop computers and bags.

The Chelsea Clip has been used as 
part of the Cafe Watch scheme in 
higher crime risk areas in the City 
of Westminster. The Chelsea Clip is an 
injection-moulded nylon hook from 
which a bag, mobile phone or other 
small item of personal luggage, can be 

suspended by its own strap. Two 
hands are needed to remove an 
item from the Clip, making ‘handbag 
snatching’ virtually impossible. 

Westminster City Councillor Daniel 
Astaire said: “Some of the measures 
used in Café Watch such as the 
Chelsea Clips and reminding people 
to be vigilant can seem relatively 
simple but can make all the 
difference.”

BIKE thieves won’t be so keen to 
get back in the saddle following 
a new crime prevention initiative 
just launched at a local bike club.

Bolsover & District Cycling Club, 
in association with Derbyshire 
Constabulary Basic Command Unit at 
Chesterfield, are offering discounted 
bike theft deterrent products such 
as cable locks and permanent bike 
marking kits via the club’s website to 
encourage cycle owners to protect 
their property. 

PC Adam Galley of Derbyshire Police 
said: “Most cycle thefts in the Bolsover 
district have been linked to shed 
burglaries; however there has also 
been some opportunist bike theft 
which we are keen to stamp out. 
When someone buys a bike for more 
than £100 they really don’t want it to 
go missing!” 

“We launched the scheme in connection 
with Police-led Operation Relentless 
because we feel that anyone who has 
a bike worth hundreds of pounds can 
afford to mark it with a unique serial 
number and register it on BikeRegister, 
the national cycle database.” 

“This means that if the worst happens 
and your bike is stolen then recovered 
by the Police, it can be traced back to 
you via the serial number.”

PC Galley adds “Bike thieves need to 
act quickly and if we can make them 
think twice about the risks involved, 
that might be enough to deter them 
completely.”
The scheme is being promoted by the 
Police via Operation Relentless and is 
already proving popular with bike club 
members and their families.
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ALL Dorset County Council 
schools have been provided with 
a SelectaDNA security marking kit 
which will be used to mark school 
items at risk of theft. The initiative, 
which is being supported by Dorset 
Police and Selectamark, has reached 
more than 170 primary, middle, 
secondary and special schools across 
the county.

Marc Eyre, Corporate Risk Officer from 
Dorset County Council said: “Insurance 
statistics for schools in Dorset have 
highlighted a significant increase in 
criminal damage over the past few years 
totalling £80,000 over a two-year period. 

“A significant proportion of these losses 
have arisen as a result of theft of metals 
from the exterior of buildings. It is hoped 

A BRAND new ‘super’ secondary 
school has just opened its doors to 
pupils in Wirral, and with high value, 
state-of-the-art computer equipment 
on site, there’s no room for an 
‘old school’ security system. 

The £25 million eco-friendly 
Woodchurch High School is protecting 
its ICT equipment from theft using 
SelectaDNA. Woodchurch High 
School in Carr Bridge Road is a large 

All Dorset Schools 
Use DNA To Deter 
Burglars

£25 Million ‘Super School’ 
Protects Equipment  
With DNA 

that this scheme will assist vulnerable sites 
in the Dorset community.”

Police forces routinely scan suspected 
stolen property for traces of SelectaDNA, 
which has the power to link offenders 
to the scene of a crime, which could 
ultimately lead to their conviction.

Mark Harper, Dorset Police Crime 
Reduction Advisor said: “Using 
SelectaDNA will ensure that anyone 
stealing property, including lead from 
roofs, will be at far greater risk of being 
arrested, charged and convicted. In turn, 
this makes schools in Dorset less attractive 
to potential thieves.”

The Dorset initiative is the latest in a long-
line of successful school theft and burglary 
reduction campaigns using SelectaDNA. 

co-educational comprehensive 
secondary school, with approximately 
1,300 pupils, 100 teaching staff and 120 
support staff. Ian Lowrie from Wirral 
Council’s Community Safety Team, is 
working closely with Wirral Children 
and Young People’s Department, 
which is funding the scheme. 

Mr Lowrie said: “We were looking for 
a product that would not only stop 
theft happening – but prevent burglars 

As well as a huge number of individual 
schools up and down the country, all 
300 schools in the Oxfordshire area are 
currently being protected by SelectaDNA, 
as well as six schools in Blackburn with 
Darwen and the majority of schools in 
the London Borough of Kingston upon 
Thames. 

even attempting theft in the first 
place. Selectamark was endorsed by 
our insurers and its forensic marking 
product SelectaDNA has the purpose 
of being an effective deterrent.” 

Advanced Forensic Marking
Selecta

Advanced Forensic Marking
Selecta



Manchester DNA Scheme 
“Exceeds Expectations” 
With 83% Drop In Burglary 

South Bucks Burglary  
Rate Drops 87%

SUCCESS STORIES

A CRIME reduction scheme in north 
Manchester using SelectaDNA 
forensic property marking has been 
hugely successful and cut burglary 
by an impressive 83%.

The scheme, which involves 700 homes 
and a primary school on The Fairway 
estate, New Moston, has achieved the 
aims set out by Greater Manchester 
Police (in partnership with Manchester 
City Council) at the time of its launch in 
March 2010. Not only has the scheme 
significantly reduced burglary, it has also 
increased public confidence in local 
police and brought the community closer 
together.

THERE has been an impressive 87% 
reduction in the number of burglary 
victims over a six-month period in 
areas of South Buckinghamshire, 
according to an independent review 
of the SelectaDNA forensic property 
marking initiative being run by 
South Bucks District Council and 
Thames Valley Police. 

Areas in Denham and Burnham where 
SelectaDNA has been deployed have 
benefited from an 87% decrease in 

We’re proud to announce we’ve recorded another haul of superb results 
since our last newsletter, including an impressive 83% reduction in burglary 
in Manchester, our Issue 3 cover story.

Inspector Gareth Parkin of Greater 
Manchester Police, who is leading the 
campaign, said: “We are very pleased with 
the latest results of the scheme. An 83% 
reduction in burglary using SelectaDNA 
has more than exceeded expectations on 
The Fairway.”

He continued: “Local residents have 
welcomed the scheme as a way of 
improving the area they live in. The fact 
that our officers have been more visible 
on the streets as they go door-to-door 
offering crime prevention advice, as well 
as giving tips on how to mark valuable 
items of property, has helped residents 

burglary between January 2010 and June 
2010 compared to the 12 months prior to 
distribution.

Over 2,500 properties in burglary-affected 
roads were sent a letter offering a 
SelectaDNA forensic marking kit funded 
by the South Bucks Community Safety 
Partnership. Chief Inspector Paul Cook, 
LPA Commander for South Bucks, said: 
“A reduction in burglary is always very 
encouraging. Our warning signs, posters 
and labels, telling criminals to stay away, 

get to know their local neighbourhood 
team and has instilled a sense of 
confidence.”

Residents have been given high 
visibility window stickers to indicate that 
SelectaDNA is protecting their homes; 
and in an innovative move to deter 
burglars from the area, a large billboard 
advert publicising the scheme has been 
prominently placed. 

are hugely effective because of the ‘DNA 
fear factor’.” He continued: “Our DNA 
evidence frightens criminals and provides 
the evidential chain police officers require 
to be more effective in their jobs. 
SelectaDNA has also proven extremely 
effective in tackling the fear of crime. Lin, a 
local Taplow resident, said: “I feel a lot safer 
leaving my home when I go away. The 
SelectaDNA solution is very easy to apply. 
I was also able to meet my local Police 
Community Support Officer (PCSO) as the 
product was delivered to my door.”
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Selectamark Security Systems plc, 1 Locks Court, 429 Crofton Road, 
Locksbottom, Kent, BR6 8NL. Telephone: +44 (0)1689 860757  

For further press information and images contact: Angela Singleton, 
Press Officer for Selectamark. Telephone: +44 (0)7905 623 819    
Email: angela.singleton@selectamark.co.uk

For more information on our products 
visit www.selectadna.co.uk
or contact +44 (0)1689 860757
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DNA Spray  
Keeps Shop Intruders at Bay
A NEW intruder spray that uses forensic DNA to link offenders directly to the crime scene is being 
introduced to small retailers in Lancashire as a highly effective robbery deterrent.
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Small convenience stores and newsagents selling high value 
items such as alcohol and cigarettes have been targets for 
robbers in the past, but the SelectaDNA Intruder Spray, 
which can be fitted to multiple doors and windows, provides 
immediate target hardening for any building. 

The Lancashire Partnership Against Crime (LANPAC), a 
charitable organisation which supports crime prevention and 
community safety schemes, is behind the initiative and has the 
full support of Lancashire Constabulary. 

Al Yusuf, from LANPAC said: “After securing £50,000 funding 
from the Home Office for various community safety projects, 
we decided to purchase 14 DNA spray systems along with 
other security products to deter burglary from up to 100 small 
retail outlets in vulnerable areas of Blackburn with Darwen, 
Blackpool, Burnley, Pendle and Preston.” 

Already in use in New Zealand and the Netherlands, the 
SelectaDNA Intruder Spray is proving to be one of the most 
effective ways to deter commercial burglaries and smash-and-
grab raids. 

Once activated, the DNA spray emits a burst of hi-tech forensic 
solution onto the offenders. The solution contains a UV tracer 
and a unique DNA code, linking them irrefutably to the scene 
of the crime. 

Mr Yusuf concluded: “The new spray systems will give 
shopkeepers in vulnerable areas added protection and peace 
of mind. 

“If the worst happens and a robber does enter the premises 
by force, they will be sprayed with the DNA which links them 
instantly to the crime scene. However, it is extremely likely that 
they would flee with no gain as soon as they are sprayed, as 
the DNA fear-factor among criminals is high.”


