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MAINTAINING its 
position as market 
leader in the asset 
identification and 
registration sector, 
Selectamark is proud 
to announce that it 
has been awarded the 
latest Loss Prevention 
Standard for its secure 
online databases. 

Following 18 months of hard work to 
ensure compliance by Jason Brown, 
the company’s Business Development 
Director, Selectamark was awarded the 
LPS 1224: Issue 3 accreditation after 
a series of strict internal audits and 
inspections. 

Issue 3 is a web-based standard 
that allows police to access a secure 
database 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
without having to go through a third 
party. 

“The standard is designed to 
prevent unauthorized viewing, 
manipulation or destruction of 
the information registered on the 
database”

Selectamark has secure databases 
for customers registered to its online 
BikeRegister initiative and for those who 
have registered to protect valuable 
items from theft using forensic marking 
product SelectaDNA. 

The standard is designed to prevent 
unauthorized viewing, manipulation 
or destruction of the information 
registered on the database, while also 
ensuring that information is accessible 
to registered keepers of assets; and 

those wishing to verify details of the 
registered keeper, for example, the 
Police.

Any company gaining the standard 
is not allowed to use personal details 
of registered parties for marketing 
purposes.

LPS 1224: Issue 3 was prepared and 
reviewed by organisations including 
the Association of British Insurers, 
Association of Chief Police Officers, 
Home Office, National Counter 
Terrorism Support Office and British 
Security Industry Association.

Jason Brown said: “Being awarded this 
latest LPS standard is very important to 
the company as we constantly strive 
to demonstrate our commitment to 
delivering security solutions of the 
highest quality. The standard means 
that we can ensure better internal 
controls and continue to be 100% 
customer-focused.”

*Data on computer screen has been adapted for confidentiality
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Retail Crime  
Reduced To Zero

New Handheld 
Defence Sprays

A LEADING high street pharmacy chain has 
successfully protected valuable stock for more 
than six months following the installation of a 
SelectaDNA intruder spray at one of its branches 
in Glasgow. The shop had previously been broken 
into six times in one month, sustaining damage on 
each occasion.  

A COMPACT offender marking spray that can be 
used to prevent and deter personal attack has just 
been launched by Selectamark.
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Since the installation of the spray system, 
which emits a burst of forensic DNA 
solution on activation, there have been 
ZERO break-ins reported.

“Selectamark has been a big 
success with no attempted 
burglaries at the store since the 
new security systems have been  
in place.” 

A security fog system from Smoke Screen 
was also installed at the branch and 

deterrent warning signage was erected 
on the premises to warn burglars to keep 
away or risk being caught. 

Project manager Matt Gilmartin of Smoke 
Screen said: “Our retail crime prevention 
partnership with Selectamark has been a 
big success with no attempted burglaries 
at the store since the new security 
systems have been in place. We are very 
pleased with the result as it shows how 
effective each product is as a deterrent.”

The SelectaDNA Defence Spray is ideal 
for use by PCSOs on neighbourhood 
patrol, security guards, hospital staff, 
taxi drivers, nightclub door staff, lone 
workers and shop keepers.

The defence spray can be operated 
with one hand, using a thumb or 
forefinger to press down on the 
canister which then sprays the offender 

with an invisible synthetic DNA solution 
that marks skin and clothing for up to 
3 weeks, providing legal evidence that 
can link them to the scene of a crime.

The product, which has Secured by 
Design accreditation, has recently 
been ordered by Staffordshire Police to 
distribute to local victims of domestic 
violence.

For more details or 
to place an order 
please call 
+44 (0)1689 860757 
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Paris Delegation 
Visit Rotterdam

SelectaDNA 
Reaches Worldwide 
Audience 

Spanish 
Launch 
Success 
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They attended a presentation by 
Selectamark’s Dutch distributor Rhine 
Group AV together with Rotterdam Police, 
during which the SelectaDNA intruder 
spray system was demonstrated to them. 
The delegation also visited several retail 
sites already using the spray systems 
including a local McDonalds restaurant. 

Crime figures in the areas where the 
intruder spray is in operation and 
deterrent warning signage is present 
have benefited from an overall reduction 
in robberies of 65%. This has also had a 
knock-on effect in reducing shop-lifting.

The New York Times ran a piece on the 
SelectaDNA intruder spray being used by 
McDonalds restaurants which sparked a 
media frenzy and resulted in coverage by 
AOL News, ABC News, CBC News, Daily 
Mail Online and The Economist.

Selectamark’s sales director James Brown 
was invited to appear on a Canadian 
breakfast TV show to demonstrate the 
spray in the studio; and the Discovery 
Channel and TV Tokyo Network 
featured it as an exciting new scientific 
development.

“Celebrity blogger Perez Hilton, 
described the product as “the 
coolest security system ever!”  

Meanwhile, Australian radio stations 
requested Selectamark’s managing 
director Andrew Knights as their phone-
in guest, and he was interviewed for an 
article in the Sydney Morning Herald. 
Spanish and Indian press also picked up 
the story. 

The spray was even mentioned by 
influential US blog The Huffington Post 
and by none other than celebrity blogger 
Perez Hilton, who described the product 
as “the coolest security system ever!”  

The launch took place in Barcelona  
and was covered by 4 national TV  
stations, generating significant interest 
from Spanish police and local authorities. 

SelectaDNA is currently being used  
in Spain to counter the problem of  
metal and cable theft from railways and 
utility companies. Residential property 
marking schemes in Catalonia are  
planned in the near future.

A HIGH ranking delegation of officials from Paris 
recently visited Rotterdam to look for a solution to 
prevent retail robbery. 

INTERNATIONAL interest in Selectamark  
products continues to grow with recent press  
and TV coverage by a variety of high profile media 
around the world. 

SELECTADNA has been 
successfully launched 
in Spain by a family-run 
security company called 
Camos I Fills.  



Wirral ‘Super School’ 
Shuts Out Crime 

The £25 million Woodchurch High School 
is a large comprehensive which opened its 
gates for the first time in September 2010. 

More than 60 schools on Wirral 
are currently using SelectaDNA to 
protect valuable equipment.

The school’s on-site facilities management 
team marked all ICT equipment including 
PCs, laptops and other electronic 
equipment with SelectaDNA.

Ian Lowrie from Wirral Council’s 
Community Safety Team said: “We  
were looking for a product that would  
not only stop theft happening – but 
prevent burglars even attempting theft  
in the first place.”

Pete May, a facilities manager at 
Woodchurch added: “We are very pleased 
to be able to say that there have been  
no incidents of theft or burglaries on site 
since the school opened. All our ICT 

equipment is marked with SelectaDNA 
and we continue to use the warning 
stickers that are supplied with each kit on 
every piece of equipment we mark. We 
believe this is acting as a very effective 
deterrent against burglary.”
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£30 Million 
University Complex
HIGH value electronic equipment installed in 
state-of-the-art laboratories at the University of 
Northumbria is being protected from theft by 
SelectaDNA forensic marking.  

SIX months after the opening of a new ‘super’ 
secondary school on Wirral that marked all of its 
high-value ICT equipment with SelectaDNA there 
have been no thefts or break-ins reported.

The new £30 million Sport Central 
complex at Northumbria, Newcastle, has 
been designed as a world-class training 
and event venue and contains £275,000 
worth of IT equipment aswell as a new 
hi-tech golf simulator worth £60,000, 
all of which has been marked with 
SelectaDNA. IT suites containing more 
than £30,000 worth of Mac equipment at 
the university’s London School of Design 
have also been marked.

“We are committed to reducing 
the risk of burglary at Northumbria 
and the use of SelectaDNA is a 
large part of that commitment.”

John Anderson, Head of Security at 
Northumbria University, said:  “We have 
taken delivery of some amazing top 
of the range equipment which is not 
only of high-value financially to the 
university, but is also of high-value to 
our students and visitors who are using 
these world-class facilities for their studies. 
“We are committed to reducing the 
risk of burglary at Northumbria and the 
use of SelectaDNA is a large part of that 
commitment.”



Burglary 
Down  
By 66%  
In Surrey 

Metropolitan Police 
Service endorses New 
Cycle Register for 
London

THEFT from residential 
properties in three areas 
of Surrey has dropped 
dramatically following 
the use of SelectaDNA  
by householders.
Burglaries from homes in Guildford, 
Elmbridge, and Epsom and Ewell, fell 
on average by 66% in the six months 
following the launch of the project and 
58% when compared to the same time 
period the previous year.

Jamie Robinson, Surrey Police Crime 
Reduction Advisor, said:  “The success 
of the initiative and the subsequent 
impressive drop in the number of 
burglaries can be attributed to the 
deterrent value provided by SelectaDNA.

“...households who mark their 
property with SelectaDNA and 
display signs in the windows 
of their homes are not being 
targeted...”

 “Following our successful Beat the 
Burglar campaign, offenders are now 
aware of SelectaDNA and the risks 
associated with stealing forensically 
marked property. All frontline Surrey 
Police officers now carry UV torches and 
are actively looking for stolen forensically-
marked property.

“This property is becoming too hot to 
handle and the results of this project 
show that households who mark their 
property with SelectaDNA and display 
signs in the windows of their homes are 
not being targeted– and subsequently 
have not been victims of burglary.”

Operated by Selectamark, BikeRegister 
is the UK’s leading online registration 
initiative aiming to reduce bike theft and 
assist in owner recovery. 

According to MPS statistics, 45,000 bikes 
were stolen across all London boroughs 
in the last two years. 

In the past year the Metropolitan Police 
Service’s Cycle Task Force has marked 
over 12,000 bikes in London using 
BikeRegister products. 

There has already been a 5% reduction in 
cycle theft to April 2011 compared to the 
previous 12 months. 

BikeRegister will now supply the MPS 
with its bike marking kits and secure 
online registration service (www.
bikeregister.com). One of the main 
deciding factors for BikeRegister winning 
the contract as the MPS’s preferred bike 
marking product and cycle register  
was the fact that patrolling officers  
were easily able to identify a BikeRegister 
mark without the need for any specialist 
equipment. 

Other reasons were the fact that the 
Secure Asset Register has the Insurance 
and Police approved LPS 1224: Issue 3 
accreditation, ensuring that customer 
data is not used for other purposes. 
MPS were also impressed with the fact 
that customers are able to download a 
personal logbook from the site. 

Chief Superintendent Sultan Taylor, 
Cycle Task Force, MPS Safer Transport 
Command said: “The Cycle Task Force 
encourages the 3Rs: Registration, Record 
and Report. By cyclists ensuring they have 
their bikes marked there is an improved 
chance that their bikes if stolen will be 
recovered and returned to them and the 
suspect brought to justice.” 

Selectamark’s Managing Director Andrew 
Knights added: “BikeRegister is a proven 
system for reducing cycle theft and is 
being successfully used by police forces 
throughout the UK. In London, we are 
confident that it will not only assist the 
Cycle Task Force in reducing bike theft 
but it will also facilitate their day-to-day 
work on the streets.” 

BikeRegister is delighted to announce that it has 
been chosen as both the preferred cycle register 
and bike marking product for London by the 
Metropolitan Police Service (MPS).



Landlords Mark 
Empty Properties To 
Prevent Metal Theft

The Original Handbag Clip
Chelsea

Following a recent increase in metal 
theft of items such as boilers and copper 
piping, Northumbria Police are urging 
landlords, letting agents and owners of 
empty properties to have their fittings and 
fixtures marked before thieves get their 
hands on them.

“It is impossible for a burglar to 
remove the marking and it will be 
immediately obvious to a police 
officer if someone has tried to do 
that.”

Northumbria Police crime prevention 
adviser, Sandra Killeen, said: “Burglars 
should be aware that metal items in many 
of our local homes are now permanently 
and visibly marked using the Selectamark 
indelible compound and this immediately 
devalues the items, making them harder 
to sell on. It is impossible for a burglar 
to remove the marking and it will be 
immediately obvious to a police officer if 
someone has tried to do that.”

Getting A 
Grip On 
Bag Theft 
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THE Design Against 
Crime Research Centre 
(DACRC) in London 
has created a new bag-
holding anti-theft table 
clip, which is being 
exclusively marketed by 
Selectamark as part of 
its SelectaClip range of 
products.

The Grippa Clip was designed to be easy 
for a user to secure a bag at a table but 
extremely difficult for a thief to release 
and take it. 

The clips have been fitted in several sites 
including All Bar One, JD Wetherspoons, 
and Starbucks branches in London and 
two venues in Barcelona.

Making customers aware that the clips 
are available for use was an issue at 
trial sites, so a range of eye-catching 
communication products were also 
designed by DACRC. These include 
window stickers and handbag-shaped 
‘hangers’ that are hung on the clips to 
encourage customers to secure their 
bags to prevent theft.

VACANT properties awaiting tenants in 
Northumberland are being protected from  
burglary by Selectamark’s visible permanent 
marking system.

Turning 
The Tables 
On Thieves

LUXURY department store Harrods 
has placed a large order for another of 
Selectamark’s under table clip products 
which is also designed to prevent the 
theft of handbags and personal luggage. 
The Chelsea Clip has been fitted in the 
restaurant and dining venues throughout 
the store, and in areas where high bar 
stools are being used for seating.
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SelectaChurches Unite  

Against Lead Thieves

The Ealing Broadway Safer 
Neighbourhood Team conducted 
a survey of vulnerable properties 
including churches to decide where 
best to allocate the kits. 

“...the grease is weatherproof, it can 
be used over large areas such as 
lead roofs, parapets, copper piping 
and even on church bells.”

Ten local churches have now been 
given the special forensic grease to  
help them deter metal theft. As the 
grease is weatherproof, it can be used 
over large areas such as lead roofs, 
parapets, copper piping and even on 
church bells.

One of the churches to benefit from 
the new metal theft clampdown is 
Kingsdown Methodist Church, West 

Ealing, which was struck by raiders 
three times in just one month last year, 
causing a total repair bill of £14,000.

“Marking metals increases the risks 
of prosecution for thieves and 
handlers alike”

Ken Pennells, Property Steward for 
Kingsdown Methodist Church, said: 
“We’re putting the grease on all the 
metal we’ve got and displaying notices 
saying it’s there so hopefully it will  
deter people.”

Sergeant James Rawlinson of Ealing 
Broadway SNT, said: “Marking metals 
increases the risks of prosecution for 
thieves and handlers alike and we  
hope this scheme will discourage  
thefts in future.”

POLICE in West London are making their mark in 
the battle against lead theft by using SelectaDNA 
Grease to protect a number of churches in  
the area.

Nursery 
Burglars 
Foiled By 
Grease
EXTERIOR premises 
of a nursery school in 
Burnley, Lancashire, 
are now protected by 
SelectaDNA Grease 
following a spate of 
severely disruptive 
thefts.
Rosegrove Nursery School has been 
marked with the transferable DNA 
grease which cannot be washed 
away, after it was targeted five times 
in the last six months by thieves who 
made off with expensive equipment 
and caused around £1,000 damage.

The grease transfers to the skin, 
clothes, hair and shoes of an offender 
forensically linking them to the scene 
of a crime.

“If you break in again,  
we will catch you.”

Crime Prevention Officer PC Phil 
Buck said: “Offenders have been so 
determined they have risked serious 
injury climbing the fences to enter 
the building. These thefts have 
not only caused stress to the staff, 
children and parents who use the 
school but significant damage has 
also been caused to gain entry.”

As an added warning to burglars, 
deterrent warning signs have been 
erected on the perimeter fence 
of the nursery. PCSO Charlotte 
Broadhurst who installed the 
SelectaDNA has a simple message 
for any would-be robbers: “If you 
break in again, we will catch you.”
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Selectamark Security Systems plc, 1 Locks Court, 429 Crofton Road, 
Locksbottom, Kent, BR6 8NL. Telephone: +44 (0)1689 860757  

For further press information and images contact: Angela Singleton, 
Press Officer for Selectamark. Telephone: +44 (0)7905 623 819   
Email: angela.singleton@selectamark.co.uk
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For more information on our products visit

www.selectadna.co.uk
or contact 
+44 (0)1689 860757
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The Original Handbag Clip
Chelsea

Showcasing 
Excellence 
within the 
British 
Security 
Industry
SELECTAMARK was 
one of an elite group 
of companies invited 
to exhibit products 
at a recent showcase 
highlighting the design 
and manufacturing 
excellence of the British 
security industry. 

The Security Sector Showcase took 
place at the Department for Business, 
Innovation & Skills (BIS) in London and 
was attended by Mark Prisk, the Minister 
for Business and Enterprise.

The exhibition ran for a week and was 
on display to the many visitors to the BIS 
building and showcased UK products 
including Selectamark’s forensic marking 
kits and asset identification systems.

“It is important we provide the 
right conditions to allow this 
industry to continue to succeed in 
a global market and we must look 
at ways of increasing UK exports...”

James Brown, Selectamark’s sales director 
met the Minister who was keen to hear 
about the story behind the company, 
examples of Selectamark’s products 
developed in the UK and details of 
current and planned export markets. 

Mr Prisk said: “The UK is one of the 
world leaders in the security sector, and 
this is demonstrated by our thriving 
industry, which is constantly pushing the 
boundaries, and developing innovative 
technologies. 

“It is important we provide the right 
conditions to allow this industry to 
continue to succeed in a global market 
and we must look at ways of increasing 
UK exports. I am extremely grateful 
to ADS in helping to organise the 
exhibition, and to all the companies who 
have contributed exhibits to this event.”
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