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RAIL track and vital 
electrical equipment 
belonging to the 
UK’s national rail 
operator Network 
Rail is being guarded 
from metal theft by 
SelectaDNA Trace.

This specially-formulated SelectaDNA 
product containing metal microdots is 
being deployed to reduce the number 
of thefts of metal rail equipment such as 
copper cable, rail track and signal boxes. 

Security solutions group LandSheriffs 
was asked by Network Rail to evaluate 
SelectaDNA for metal theft protection, 
and it was subsequently selected as the 
chosen forensic marking product for the 
Anglia Route. 

SelectaDNA Trace’s superior technology 
helps Police provide immediate forensic 
proof of where stolen metal has come 
from, enabling them to prosecute 
criminals successfully. The Police are 
equipped with the tools to trace and 
identify SelectaDNA, and almost 90% of 
UK Police Forces are using it to reduce 
crime and to secure convictions. 

Already at the forefront of asset and 
offender marking technology 
worldwide, SelectaDNA is also being 
used to protect rail infrastructure in the 
Netherlands by Dutch rail operator 

ProRail BV, and by the German national 
railway company Deutsche Bahn.

Selectamark’s German distributor 
Donald van der Laan said:

“We are marking non-ferrous  
heavy metals on behalf of 
Deutsche Bahn to combat the 
problem of trackside metal theft  
in North Rhine-Westphalia. 

Non-ferrous heavy metals are 
popular stolen goods as they 
command a high re-sale price.  
We are using SelectaDNA Trace 
which is far more robust for 
outdoor use and is resistant to  
sun, frost, rain and fire”
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SelectaDNA Gel was recently used 
to catch a thief who was stealing 
items sent through the post in 
Slovenia. The invisible forensic 
gel containing a unique synthetic 
DNA was used to mark ‘sting’ 
packages that had been planted 
by police. The thief was being 
monitored and was arrested after 
a trace of the gel was found on 
his hands when police examined 
them under UV light.

SelectaDNA Spray is a new intruder spray 
and highly effective robbery deterrent 
designed for use in commercial premises. 
It uses forensic DNA to link offenders 
directly to the crime scene, and is proving 
to be one of the most effective ways 
to deter burglaries and robberies.

Once activated, the DNA spray emits a 
burst of hi-tech forensic solution onto 
the offenders. The solution contains a UV 
tracer and a unique DNA code, linking 
them irrefutably to the scene of the crime. 

Traces of the DNA solution can be 
taken from the skin, hair and clothing 
of offenders, and sent away for forensic 
analysis to prove that they have 
broken into a particular premises. 

Although invisible and harmless, 
the UV and DNA will remain on an 
offender for weeks - clinging to fibres 
and sitting in creases of the skin.

The spray has already been successfully 
used to reduce burglary from a leading 
UK high street pharmacy chain and also 
by McDonald’s restaurants in Australia 
and the Netherlands. Jewellery stores and 
petrol stations are other beneficiaries of 
the spray system’s proven protection.

A spokesperson for the independent 
facilities management supplier to 
the Post Office, said: “Now that 
the sites have been identified, 
SelectaDNA Spray will be fitted 
into each site, immediately target-
hardening the premises. Moving 
forward with this initiative, we 
are confident that it will deter 
robbers from even attempting 
to raid the protected sites.”

Stamping Out 
Burglary Gel Catches 

Thief In The Act
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The Post Office is installing the new SelectaDNA 
Spray in sites across the North-West of England 
to deter robbery and armed raiders.

Protecting The 
Borders

In a new collaboration to assist with 
security when dealing with stolen 
goods, Selectamark’s German and 
Polish distributors are working 
closely with Brandenburg Police 
and Polish border police to extend 
SelectaDNA projects to both sides.



Metal Theft Scheme 
Praised By Shadow 
Home Secretary

Ms Cooper met staff from Calico, a 
housing assocation which manages 4,500 
homes in the borough, and which has 
implemented measures to prevent metal 
theft of boilers, radiators and lead from 
vacant properties. 

When a customer leaves their home, 
Calico carries out a routine inspection, 
during which any vulnerable scrap metal 
items are painted with SelectaDNA’s 
invisible marking substance. The  marking 
product contains a unique forensic code 
which when scanned can be used to 
trace both the property and criminals 
who handle it. 

Ms Cooper visited a house in Berridge 
Avenue, Lowerhouse, to see the scheme 
in operation and said that metal theft 
was of increasing concern. “The issue 
has become more prevalent, affecting 
many households and businesses as well 
as churches, community centres and 
commuters,” she said.

“It’s simply too easy to sell stolen 
metal and I’d like to see loopholes that 
unscrupulous scrap metal dealers use 
closed. 

“What Calico are doing here in Burnley 
is innovative and shows a method that 
could deter this type of crime.”

Calico staff have already marked property 
in around 50 homes, and signs have 
been put up around neighbourhoods to 
promote the scheme.

Calico Homes chief executive, 
Michael Birkett, said: “Metal theft is 
increasingly a problem across 
the country, however this latest 
initiative will be a valuable 
deterrent in protecting Calico’s 
properties and ensuring the 
community are kept safe.”

Handheld 
Security For 
Shopping Centres

SECURITY staff used a busy UK 
shopping centre to trial a new 
forensic product from Selectamark to 
deter personal attack and discourage 
anti-social behaviour. 

The SelectaDNA Defence Spray is a 
compact, handheld device which is 
being deployed by security guards at 
select shopping centres with high 
footfall.

The Defence Spray can be operated 
with one hand, using a thumb or 
forefinger to press down on the 
canister which then directly sprays 
the attacker/offender with a 
uniquely-coded synthetic DNA spray 
that marks skin and clothing in the 
same way as the SelectaDNA Spray. 
This then allows the Police to link an 
offender back to a crime they were 
involved in.

The spray is also being used by 
nightclub door staff across the UK 
and is being deployed by 
Neighbourhood Policing Teams on 
the beat. It is also ideal for lone 
workers, shopkeepers and public 
transport employees.
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A HOUSING scheme using SelectaDNA to tackle metal 
theft has been hailed as ‘pioneering’ by the Shadow Home 
Secretary Yvette Cooper during a visit to Burnley.



New Websites Boost  
Global E-Commerce 
BOTH the SelectaDNA and BikeRegister websites have been totally redesigned 
as part of a £120,000 Knowledge Transfer Partnership with Kingston University.

Joe Dixon, a Kingston first class BSc 
(Hons) Media Technology and Web 
Development graduate was recruited 
to design, develop and carry out 
the modifications that would allow 
Selectamark to develop its own IT 
and web infrastructure, improve data 
management and security and facilitate a 
better service to end users. 

Kingston’s Mobile Information and 
Network Technologies Research Centre 
has international recognition for its work 
in the security area. The opportunity to 
develop and embed an IT strategy for 
this sector will prove invaluable for the 
University’s teaching and research in this 
rapidly changing field.

44

Business Development Director Jason 
Brown said:

 “In these highly competitive and 
challenging times, we recognised 
the need for a significant 
investment in IT in order that we 
maintain our market-leading 
position. The design of the new 
websites will help Selectamark 
increase its international standing 
and allow us to embrace global 
e-commerce.”

Selectamarkplc
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Tighter Control Of 
Academy Assets

Bag Theft Is  
Off The Menu

The schools are using the registered 
stencil kit to mark items such as 
laptops, PCs, electronic whiteboards 
and projectors with a unique reference 
number. This is kept on a secure 
database and can be used to trace stolen 
equipment. It also allows police to link 
criminals caught stealing these items to 
the exact crime scenes.

Among the Academies using Selectamark 
are Strood Academy in Rochester, The 
Nuneaton Academy in Warwickshire, and 
the newly-opened £33 million Oxford 
Academy in Littlemore, Oxford.

An IT staff member from Oxford 
Academy said: “We are using Selectamark 
to stencil mark all of our new laptops. We 
have over 300 at the Academy which are 
stored in moveable cabinets that can be 
wheeled anywhere on the premises. For 
this reason, the laptops need to be well 
protected.”

He added:  “Students can help 
themselves to the laptops when they 
need them, but we wanted to make 
sure they are traceable back to the 
Academy in the event that any are stolen, 
misplaced or lost. Selectamark makes this 
possible.”

The Chelsea Clip from Selectamark is a 
specially designed hook that is secured 
under a table and from which a bag, or 
other small item of personal luggage, can 
be suspended by its own strap. The item 
is easily placed onto the Clip but two 
hands are required to remove it, making 
bag snatching virtually impossible.

As well as restaurants, hotels and bars, 
the Chelsea Clip can be used in all types 
of transportation, including buses and 
coaches, ferries and aircraft. It can also be 
used in changing cubicles in shops and 
at leisure centres, and on the inside of 
lavatory doors.

ACADEMY schools throughout the 
UK are using Selectamark’s visible 
permanent marking system to 
protect valuable assets from theft.

ITALIAN restaurant chain 
Carluccio’s is protecting 
customers from bag theft by 
installing an ingenious security 
device under the tables at more 
than 30 of its sites across the UK.

A Clear Way To 
Deter Void Break-Ins

VACANT property security 
specialists Clearway are set to 
use SelectaDNA to protect void 
commercial properties across the 
UK from break-ins and vandalism.

Clearway have incorporated SelectaDNA 
Spray into their existing alarm systems 
which are being fitted to empty 
premises such as pubs, shops, offices 
and warehouses. If a burglar attempts 
to break into the property they would 
immediately be sprayed with a forensic-
coded spray that incriminates them and 
places them at the scene of the crime.

Chairman of Clearway, Gideon Israel said:
“We are using the spray mainly as  
a deterrent. The premises we are 
protecting are empty but are  
often perceived to have valuable items 
inside them, which isn’t always the case. 

“Empty pub premises are broken 
into most often, but tills will have 
already been emptied some time 
previously by the landlords and stocks 
of alcohol moved elsewhere. 
“The DNA fear factor among criminals 
is high, so we are hoping that with 
the new spray system in place they 
won’t even attempt to break-into 
the premises in the first place.”
Clearway are also planning to use 
SelectaDNA to secure properties that 
have just been built but that nobody has 
moved into yet.

The Oxford Academy/Piranha Photography

Permanent Visible Marking The Original Handbag Clip
Chelsea



The scheme, which will use BikeRegister 
bike marking kits to mark and register 
cycles belonging to the people of North 
Wales, will be launched at the Police HQ 
in Colwyn Bay by Flintshire Community 
Safety Officer PC Hazel Goss MBE. 

PC Goss said: “We have had a particular 
problem with bike theft, especially the 
theft of expensive bikes worth more 
than £2,000 each. The bikes have been 
taken from all the usual places including 
sheds, garages and bike racks across all six 
counties of North Wales.”

She continued: “After the launch, we plan 
to split Bike Watch into three seperate 
regions so that it is easier to manage.  
I will oversee the Flintshire and Wrexham 
area; my colleague Ivan will manage the 
Denbighshire and Conway region; and 
Gwynedd and Anglesey will be looked 
after by another colleague, Norman. 

“Between us we will hold marking 
events in our areas involving the local 
community, cycling enthusiasts, schools 
and any other bike owners who would 
like to get involved.”

PC Goss said she chose BikeRegister 
because she had heard of its success in 
reducing bike crime and assisting with 
owner recovery in other areas of the UK. 

She added: 

“We are very much looking forward 
to introducing Bike Watch and 
putting the brakes on bike theft in 
this area. We are confident this new 
scheme is going to be great for us 
and great for North Wales.”

Breaking The Cycle Of Crime

Bike Recovery In Less 
Than Three Hours

Shortly afterwards he went to 
Lancashire on a short break taking his 
bike with him, only to have it stolen 
without him even realising...

Simon recalls: “I’d locked it to a 
wooden fence on a quiet access road. 
Imagine my surprise when Lancashire 

Police rang me to ask me whether I’d 
had my bike stolen!”

“Having seen my bike within the 
previous hour, my initial reaction was 
one of surprise, quickly replaced by 
relief in the knowledge that they had 
not only recovered my bike but also 

apprehended the thieves.”

“From the first contact by the police 
officers to having my bike returned, 
took less than three hours. I would 
encourage anyone with a bike to take 
advantage of this scheme,”  
said Simon.
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COUNCIL worker Simon Baldwin had his new bike, worth around £500, 
marked by British Transport Police at a station in West Sussex.

A MAJOR Bike Watch 
scheme is set to clamp 
down on bike theft  
when it launches at 
the end of this month 
(April) across the 
whole of North Wales.



Responding to a direct Police request 
for a solution to the dangerous crime, 
the team has devised a forensic spray 
product that can be inserted into 
the base of an empty gas canister 
to act as a ‘bait’ to trap thieves. 

With warning signage erected on a 
storage site, the product can also be 
used to deter theft in the first instance.

Thieves have been cutting through 
wire fences and barriers to steal 
canisters from industrial storehouses, 
private homes and caravan sites.  
Medical gas canisters are also being 
taken from hospital outbuildings.

For safety reasons, the canisters have 
to be stored a certain distance away 
from any building, but this makes 
them vulnerable to theft as they are 
often left in unmanned areas. The 
canisters are valuable as thieves often 
take them for personal use, to trade 
them in or sell them for scrap.

With the SelectaDNA system concealed 
inside, if a thief lifts a bait canister it would 
automatically squirt them with a burst 
of invisible, synthetic DNA spray. The 
spray stays on skin and clothing for up to 
three weeks and provides legal evidence 
that can link the criminal to the crime.

Andrew Knights, managing director of 
Selectamark said: “Our new spray 
product has been developed to 
help police deal effectively with the 
dangerous problem of gas canister 
theft and to help them convict 
criminals they suspect are guilty.”

He continued: “The product also 
works as a highly effective 
deterrent and is ideal for use by 
hospitals, caravan parks, businesses 
or individuals who want to protect 
their valuable stock of canisters.” 

Keeping Tabs On 
Gas Canister Theft
A NEW DNA spray application has been developed by Selectamark’s 
team of researchers to stop the growing problem of gas canister theft.
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The Global Family Grows 

They were invited to a two-day 
Distributor Conference at the historic 
Pewterers’ Hall in the City of London and 
were able to hear the latest news about 
global branding, e-commerce 
developments and new product lines.

Leading criminologist Professor Martin Gill 
was a guest speaker and gave a 
fascinating insight into the criminal mind.

The aim of the conference was to share 
experiences, best practice and success 
stories and feedback from the event has 
been excellent. 

New Zealand and Australia distributor, 
David Morrissey said:  “The Pewterers Hall 
was the ideal setting for a fantastic event. 
The paradox of discussing the latest 
technology in a historic venue worked 
brilliantly.”

He continued:  “The Conference was 
pitched perfectly. Andrew, James and 
Jason, along with the entire UK Team, put 
on a great event with a perfect balance of 
education and engagement.

“It was fantastic to share our collective 
achievements with such a diverse group 

of countries, but all with a shared aim – 
clearly illustrating that SelectaDNA are the 
global leaders in advanced forensic 
marking.

“The conference gave everybody 
the opportunity to participate in 
creating a platform for consistent 
and meaningful messaging. This 
will prove invaluable as the global 
family grows. I am very proud to be 
associated with SelectaDNA.”

SELECTAMARK’s directors recently welcomed to London over 40 of the 
company’s distributors from 19 countries. 
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Anti-Tamper Solutions

Permanent Visible Marking


