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20 Weeks For Marked Burglar
A man has been arrested by West 
Midlands Police and sentenced to 20 
weeks in prison after he was sprayed 
with incriminating SelectaDNA Spray 
during a burglary at a Tesco convenience 
store in Birmingham.

George Foley, aged 21, from Erdington, 
Birmingham, committed the crime in 
September 2016 at a store in Sutton 
Coldfield. 

He pleaded guilty to burglary after he 
was shown traces of the SelectaDNA 
Spray on his skin and clothing, giving  
the Police irrefutable evidence to link  
him to the crime scene.

PC Andrew Hollies of West Midlands 
Police said:

“The DNA Intruder spray was activated 
when Foley jumped behind the counter 
at the store to steal bottles of alcohol. 
The unique, synthetic DNA markings in 
the spray mist are invisible to the naked 
eye but visible under UV light. Police 
routinely scan all offenders coming in to 
police custody for these marks, which are 
traceable back to the crime scene and 
can last on skin and clothing for months. 
In this case, the spray was able to help 
secure a conviction as it linked Foley 
directly to the store and his crime.”

Tesco is using SelectaDNA Spray at 
its sites across the West Midlands, 
Manchester and London, in order to 
deter break-ins. Since its introduction to 
nearly 200 sites as part of a successful trial 
in early 2016, burglaries have reduced 
across their whole estate.

The Spray is designed to combat 
burglary and robberies, and protects 
valuable items of retail stock such as 
alcohol and tobacco. Warning signs 
and window stickers are used to alert 
potential criminals that the system is in 
use and to dissuade them from targeting 
the protected premises.

James Brown, Managing Director of 
SelectaDNA, said:

"As with any successful security strategy, 
it is all about keeping one step ahead of 
the criminals. Activation of the system is 
not the goal, but rather to make would-
be criminals think twice. However, if 
offenders are determined to commit 
crime, they will be sprayed with the DNA 
mist, providing irrefutable evidence for 
police to secure convictions.” 



Team London Bridge is taking positive steps to eradicate 
commercial burglary within the BID area by offering 
its businesses forensic marking kits for their valuable 
office equipment.

SelectaDNA Property Marking Kits consist of a unique 
synthetic DNA solution which is applied to equipment such 
as computers, TVs, mobile phones and cameras. Signage at 
the premises and on the items themselves serves as a strong 
deterrent but if stolen items are later recovered by police, the 
unique identifying code means the property can be returned 
to its original owner and the perpetrator linked directly 
to a crime scene. 

Team London Bridge’s aim is to have a high density of 
businesses in the BID area protected by SelectaDNA, 
increasing its overall preventative effect as London 
Bridge becomes a less attractive environment for would-
be thieves.

Henry Johnstone, Business & Operations Manager at Team 
London Bridge said:

“Improving safety and security for our business community 
has always been one of our top priorities and I strongly 
encourage our members to take advantage of the offer.”

 

Deterring Commercial Burglary
Team London Bridge, the Business Improvement District (BID) for 
the London Bridge area, has introduced a new SelectaDNA scheme 
to protect its business community from crime.

What is a BID?

A Business Improvement 
District (BID) is a business-led 
and business funded body 
formed to improve a defined 
commercial area. Businesses 
decide and direct what 
they want for the area and 
are represented and have 
a voice in issues affecting 
the area. Benefits include 
increased footfall, improved 
staff retention, business cost 
reduction, area promotion 
and networking opportunities 
with neighbouring businesses.
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In a dramatic first for UK police, two men have been 
arrested in Merseyside as a direct result of using 
SelectaDNA Defence Spray to identify offenders on 
scrambler bikes as part of Operation Brookdale. 

SelectaDNA Secures Arrest Of Scrambler Criminals

A Merseyside Police Officer deployed the Defence Spray 
to mark the two men after they were spotted riding a 
scrambler bike dangerously around the Croxteth Park  
area in Liverpool. 

Criminal use of scrambler bikes has been a major problem 
blighting Merseyside for the past few years with gangs of 
riders driving dangerously on the streets and riding off-road 
illegally. This led to Merseyside Police being the first force 
to deploy the handheld spray devices as an innovative new 
feature of their annual Operation Brookdale, which targets 
nuisance and criminal use of scrambler bikes. The Operation 
resulted in a record 200+ scrambler bike seizures in 2016 
and 150 arrests. 

The compact Defence Spray can be aimed by officers at 
suspected illegal and anti-social scrambler bikes, as well as 
at mopeds and motorbikes involved in other crimes such as 
robberies and smash and grabs. It marks the bikes, clothing 
and skin of any riders and passengers with a uniquely-coded 
but invisible dye. If suspects are arrested or bikes recovered, 
the DNA code will link offenders to bikes and any associated 
criminal offences.

With the assistance of the National Police Air Service,  
a search of the local area led to the arrest of the two  

men in Prescot and the discovery of two more scrambler 
bikes nearby. 

They were then taken into police custody where they were 
positively identified thanks to the SelectaDNA liquid traces 
found on their skin and clothing. Both men have since 
been charged and are due to appear before Liverpool and 
Knowsley Magistrates Court in January 2017. 

Connor Gibney, 18, of Crawford Close, West Derby, 
was charged with dangerous driving  
and having no licence or insurance. 

Isaac Senior, 18, of Deysbrook Lane, West  
Derby, was charged with aiding and abetting 
dangerous driving. 

Inspector Tony Byrne of the Dogs and Mounted  
section of the Merseyside Police said:

"The spray means that if you attempt to drive 
dangerously near to our officers, you are not 
untouchable. Even a drop of DNA spray will mark  
riders and their bikes for a long time, and this tactic  
will undoubtedly lead to more seizures and 
prosecutions. One spray will put you away!" 
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Our Worthy Winners: The 2016 SelectaDNA 
International Distributor Awards
We are delighted to announce the results of 
the first ever 2016 SelectaDNA International 
Distributor Awards.
The awards are designed to celebrate and recognise individual achievements in promoting 
SelectaDNA within overseas territories. 

We had some fantastic entries from many of our distributors, who operate within a global 
network spread across more than 40 countries. All nominations were judged by the Board  
of Directors at Selectamark Security Systems plc. 

We can now reveal the very worthy winners and runners up, who each receive our 
congratulations and a specially engraved trophy.

We would like to thank all of our distributors for their continued hard work  
in promoting SelectaDNA around the world, and wish you all a very  
prosperous 2017!

Most Innovative Use of SelectaDNA 
This category was open for projects in which SelectaDNA has been used in an innovative way, such as a new application  
or a new marketing campaign.

 
WINNER: Germany, for protecting public phones 

 
Several hundred coin-operated public phones are still operational in Germany. These 
phones were being broken into and coins removed, causing considerable cost and 
damage to Deutsche Telecom (DT). SelectaDNA-Gel was subsequently applied to parts 
of the coinbox/lock system and is released only if broken into, indelibly marking the hands 
of any offender for weeks. Losses have sharply reduced following roll-out. 

 
 
RUNNER UP: Barbados, for protecting livestock 

 
A project to assist a local farmer to stop the theft of his calves has been successful. Up to 
80 newborn calves were marked inside the ear with SelectaDNA in a painless procedure. 
After 5 of the calves were subsequently stolen, police were able to recover 4 of them due 
to the DNA marking, which was easily traceable back to the farmer. Court proceedings for 
the thief are underway.
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Most Valuable Partnership
This category relates to a partnership that has made an impact on the success of SelectaDNA in a particular country. The 
partnership could be with a local authority, insurance company, trade association, the police or any commercial business.

 
WINNER: Denmark, for partnership with insurance companies 

 
A wide range of valuable partnerships have been established in Denmark. More than 
80% of insurance companies recommend the use of SelectaDNA to customers and 
Danish police have used SelectaDNA in crime reduction initiatives. Partnerships have 
also been made with major security companies such as G4S and Telesikring. Denmark’s 
excellent partnership work has spread to other countries, resulting in SelectaDNA 
being used in Netto in Sweden. 

 
 
RUNNER UP: New Zealand, for partnership with City Council,  
NZ Police, Maori Wardens, Victim Support and Bank of New Zealand 

 
Burglaries in the Manurewa suburb of Randwick Park were reduced by more than 60% 
during a crime reduction project using SelectaDNA and supported by a variety of local 
partners including the council and police. The dramatic drop in burglaries occurred 
after 1,000 homes, businesses and schools in the area were provided with property 
marking kits. This was the first ever New Zealand trial (2009) using SelectaDNA and 
eight years on, burglary in the area is no longer a high priority for police, demonstrating 
the sustainability of the effect of SelectaDNA when deployed in this way. 

Most Successful Crime Reduction Project 
This category relates to a project that has had a significant impact on reducing crime in a particular area, either by 
percentage reduction or decrease in crime numbers.

 
WINNER: New Zealand, for the NZ Safer Schools Programme 

 
The Safer Schools programme has had a major impact on reducing school burglary 
in New Zealand. Previously, a 2% reduction in burglary was considered a result to be 
celebrated by NZ Police, but a 38% reduction nationwide using SelectaDNA to mark and 
protect valuable ICT equipment has been deemed ‘remarkable’.

 
 
RUNNER UP: Slovenia, for national rail project 

 
An amazing 100% reduction in metal theft on Slovenian Railways has been achieved in a 
crime reduction project using SelectaDNA Trace and Grease to deter thieves. Since 2014, 
the national rail operator has saved 1.5 million Euros in damages and financial loss, which 
had previously occurred due to metal theft of railway infrastructure. 



Cable Network 
French telecoms group Orange has 
chosen SelectaDNA to protect its 
entire cable network from theft. 

The national deployment starts in 
January 2017 and will also involve 
equipping French police with 
handheld scanners so that they can 
identify any stolen cable they do 
recover as belonging to the company.

 
Ticket Machines

Sixty-five ticket machines in Slovenia 
have been marked with SelectaDNA 
Gel to stop theft and damage. 

The crime spree which targeted the 
machines cost the Ljubljana public 
transport company (LPP) €300k over  
12 months in damage alone. 

 
Supermarket Conviction

Discount supermarket group Rema 
1000 is rolling out the SelectaDNA 
Spray system to deter robbery at all  
of its stores in Denmark. 

The spray system recently helped 
police secure a conviction when 
several suspects were arrested for 
a robbery and police were able to 
identify exactly who the offender  
was, due to the fact that he had  
been sprayed with the invisible  
DNA-coded spray.

The robber later admitted to police 
that he had committed the crime 
when he was shown traces of the 
spray (which shows up under UV light) 
on his clothing. 

International News In BriefExhibiting Around 
The World 

Our MD James 
Brown presented to 
the International 
Association of Marine 
Investigators (IAMI) Conference  
in Malta in October 2016, highlighting 
the success of marine crime prevention 
schemes in the UK using SelectaDNA 
such as Norfolk Police's Boatshield 
campaign. Attendees from Police and 
Insurance companies travelled from all 
over Europe to learn about the latest 
theft and fraud issues facing the marine 
industry. 

SelectaDNA also presented at The 
Metropolitan Police London 
Business Crime Reduction 
Conference in November 2016.  
The event brought together 
representatives from businesses, 
local authorities and the police to 
better understand how to improve 
collaboration and data sharing to 
protect businesses across the capital. 

In October 2016, our new SelectaDNA 
distributor in South  
Africa was well 
received at the 
AfriSecure Conference &  
exhibition in Johannesburg.  
The conference is considered to be 
Africa's most influential gathering 
on risk and security. 

INTERNATIONAL
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In order to WIN one of our Home Property 
Marking Kits worth £59.50, tell us the name  
of our new SelectaDNA Detection Dog. Please  
email your entries to:  
marketing@ selectamark.co.uk. One winner  
will be chosen at random on the 31st March 2017.

WIN
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He added: “Jazz is now 6 years 
old and we wanted to be 
able to work the two dogs 
in tandem whist we could. 
Ronnie's nasal capability is every 
bit as good as Jazz's and we are 
sure he will prove an invaluable 
addition to the team.”

Mick explained how the dogs 
operate differently from humans. “We can only search in 2D ie.  
in the line of sight, but dogs can search in 3D by using their 
noses. Jazz and Ronnie are able to touch marked items with 
their noses identifying the target scent of SelectaDNA, allowing 
officers to move in at this point and make further investigations.”

Ronnie and Jazz were recently deployed as part of Merseyside 
Police’s Operation Minicoy, which involved a warrant of a local 
premises and led to the recovery of a marked quadbike and two 
motorbikes. 

Jazz and Ronnie are available to assist police in a variety of 
operations, either individually or as a pair. Should you wish 
to use them in police operations please contact  
sales@selectamark.co.uk

Due to increased demand, 
we now have a second 
SelectaDNA search dog to 
assist with police operations.
Joining Jazz, who was the world’s first detection dog to 
be trained to sniff out SelectaDNA forensic markers, is a 
3-year old black Labrador called Ronnie. Like Jazz, Ronnie 
has been trained by specialist dog trainer Mick Swindells 
of Search Dogs UK, who has had Ronnie since he was 
6 months old.

Mick said:

“I saw the potential in Ronnie to become a search dog 
from a young age and so I kept him for further training. 
In 2014, Ronnie took part in a successful research project 
to determine whether or not melanomas (skin cancer) 
have a unique scent. Ronnie was then trained as a 
human remains detection dog, which is something  
he still does.”

Unauthorised movement 
of live line detector boxes 
from one site to another has 
been curbed by Transport 
for London (TfL), after 
SelectaDNA was used to mark 
the valuable voltage tester 
devices to keep better track 
of their location. 
Colin Padmore , Technical Support, TfL, said: “Everyone 
concerned with the SelectaDNA project to protect 
live line detector boxes is most impressed. Such a 
huge deterrent at very little cost. Also, to date none 
of the boxes have been stolen or moved without the 
appropriate authorisation.”

Our Newest Canine Recruit

London Underground Protection
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Special Offer For Church Protection
SelectaDNA have joined forces 
with Trinitas Church Insurance 
Services to offer churches a 
SelectaDNA kit to mark and 
protect valuable and vital 
metal infrastructure such as 
lead roofs.

Criminals target isolated sites and hard-to-protect buildings 
looking for easily sold items such as lead, copper and other 
valuable metals. SelectaDNA marks and identifies these metals 
and other outdoor materials to help protect against theft and 
burglary.

The kit marks up to 150 pieces of valuable metal with a unique 
lacquer that is inconspicuous and virtually impossible to 
remove.

Working closely with Aviva, one of the UK’s largest insurers, 
Trinitas Church Insurance Services specialist insurance policy 
has been developed to meet the typical needs of Church 
of England parishes for buildings, contents and liability risks 
associated with parish activities. 

Police Advice To Stop Lead Thieves
Essex Police have issued these top crime prevention tips to protect 
churches, and historic and modern buildings from lead thieves.

Make it difficult for the thief; where possible remove any 
climbing aids.
Metals can be heavy so make thieves walk a distance by 
securing gates when possible, and keep wheelbarrows 
and wheelie bins locked away.
Keep sheds and outbuildings secure with good locks 
Maximise surveillance by cutting back shrubs and trees.
Ask the neighbours to watch over your property and 
report any suspicious activity whilst it is happening.
External lighting for security? The only person to benefit 
from lighting is the thief.

Illusion of occupancy – a light and radio left on inside etc.
Consider a roof top alarm and possibly CCTV.  
If you have security flaunt it, ensure you have clear 
signage displayed.
Plant prickly shrubs at climb points and to reinforce 
boundaries.
Consider the use of anti-climb paints, but not below 2m 
and signage must be displayed. 
Consider using a forensic marker suitable for roofs and 
ensure that you have clear signage at downpipes and at 
your perimeter. 
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Shielding Our Rural Communities
Operation Shield will also be rolled out to more than 5,000 properties 
in rural communities over the next 12-months.
 
The operation uses SelectaDNA, a forensic liquid containing 
DNA unique to each property which can be used to mark 
tractors, machinery, tools and other valuable possessions.

Officers will be going door to door in the villages of Malpas, 
Tattenhall, Beeston, Huntington and Tiverton to distribute kits 
and demonstrate how they work.

PC Gerard Gigg, beat manager for more than 20 parishes 
across the south rural area of Cheshire, said:

“We want to ensure every property – whether residential, 
farming or other business premises – is supported and 
covered in the same way and Operation Shield allows for an 
all-encompassing and consistent approach to serving and 
protecting the rural communities.”

More arrests have been made 
thanks to Cheshire Police’s 
Operation Shield, which uses 
SelectaDNA to protect homes 
and businesses across the 
county. 
The scheme has already generated the lowest figures for 
domestic burglary in Cheshire in 25 years following its launch 
in 2015.

An arrest has been made resulting from a recent domestic 
burglary, another was made following the theft of a marked 
trailer; and a third involved the use of SelectaDNA Gel to 
mark the wallet of a vulnerable person. These cases are 
currently being processed through the courts. 

More Arrests for Operation Shield
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Vehicle Security  
Expert Appointed 
Selectamark is delighted to 
announce that vehicle security 
expert Simon Ashton has joined the 
company as Vehicle Industry Liaison. 

Simon’s new role will further strengthen the firm’s position in the 
vehicle security industry, drawing on his extensive experience in 
investigating and analysing vehicle crime. 

Simon will help promote the company’s visible and covert marking 
solutions, including its forensic marking solution SelectaDNA, which 
has already proved highly successful across the UK and Europe, 
reducing theft by up to 83% in some areas. The range includes a 
Vehicle Marking Kit for use as a theft deterrent on cars, commercial 
vehicles, motorcycles, scooters, quad bikes, marine craft, caravans, 
trailers and agricultural and construction plant.

As a former Metropolitan Police Officer, Simon was part  
of the Organised Vehicle Crime Unit at New Scotland Yard and 
had a remit to engage with vehicle manufacturers, government, 
industry, and international police forces to reduce vehicle crime. 
He has investigated numerous organised crime syndicates and 
networks operating on an international basis. 

Among his many achievements, Simon engaged with the Home 
Office as a high level advisor leading to an  
overall 25% reduction of serious and organised crime  
in the vehicle sector. 

He also worked as an advisor on a special project with Thatcham 
Security Research exploring initiatives to combat electronic keyless 
theft affecting London and the UK. 

Simon is the 2nd Vice President of the International Association 
of Auto Theft Investigators (IAATI) and has chaired various groups 
including the National Police Autocrime Forum, British Vehicle 

Rental and Leasing Association and Europol Legislation 
Group; as well as being police advisor and committee 
member of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT), Vehicle Security Steering Group, DVLA 
Liaison Group, and Motorcycle Industry Association 
(MCIA). 

Simon was instrumental in challenging the MCIA to join 
with Senior Police Officers in a London campaign to 
reduce motorcycle and scooter theft. He also persuaded 
the Home Office and SMMT to review European 
legislation which directly affected security measures 
imposed by vehicle manufacturers. 

James Brown, MD of Selectamark, said:

“I am delighted to welcome Simon to the team.  
He brings a wealth of specialist expertise and 
knowledge with him. He will help us provide new  
and innovative security marking and identification 
solutions at a time when theft of all types of 
vehicles is a major problem. Our ultimate aim is  
to significantly drive down theft in the vehicle 
industry, and Simon’s appointment is key to us 
achieving this.” 
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Our range of SelectaDNA marking kits include: 

 Vehicle Kit

 Motorbike Kit

 Marine Kit

 Motorhome & Caravan Kit

 Trailer Kit

 Plant & Machinery Kit

 Classic Car Kit 

Protecting Vehicles & Vessels From Theft
Thieves are becoming more sophisticated, and can find 
ways around locks and immobilisers. However, SelectaDNA 
forensic marking is the ultimate theft deterrent.  

SelectaDNA is weatherproof, can mark and identify multiple areas and is the ideal theft deterrent for use on cars, motorcycles, 
scooters, quad bikes, marine craft, caravans and trailers. 

The combination of unique DNA code, microdots and access to our Secure Asset Register enables Police to instantly identify 
the property as stolen. All of our SelectaDNA products have been Thatcham Quality Assured and are supported  
by Crimestoppers. 

Police Scotland launches Rural 
Watch scheme in Fife
A new Rural Watch scheme that 
promotes the use of SelectaDNA 
to deter rural crime has been 
launched by Police Scotland, in 
association with NFU Scotland. 

The main issues in the area that have been troubling the rural 
community are theft of quad bikes, horse-boxes, metal and 
diesel. The scheme currently has 650 members, but has a far 
greater reach due to email updates being forwarded on by 
various farming-related agencies including NFU Scotland.  
Members are kept up to date with the latest crime trends & 
technology and are offered free security surveys from trained 
Crime Prevention Officers.

In order to help make communities across the UK safer, 
Crimestoppers, the independent crime-fighting charity, 
supports the theft and burglary deterrent, SelectaDNA. The 
exciting partnership helps SelectaDNA provide the public 
with a completely trusted and cost-effective solution to deter 
burglary and theft.

Crimestoppers shares the vision of helping people who 
want to stop crime that hurts them, their family and their 
community, which fits perfectly with SelectaDNA’s values  
and security solutions.

For more information visit 
www.selectadna.co.uk/crimestoppers
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SelectaDNA Defence Spray is an ideal piece of equipment for the 
police, professionals in the security industry and people employed 
in vulnerable positions of responsibility - such as hospital staff, lone 
workers, security guards, door staff, shopkeepers and public transport 
employees. SelectaDNA Defence Spray can also be used by victims  
of domestic violence.

It helps prevent and combat abuse as well as preventing other crime, 
whilst remaining within the legal boundaries and without having to 
make physical contact with the offender. The spray discreetly marks 
and identifies the offender, providing legal evidence that can link 
them to the scene of a crime.

Compact and light-weight

Easy to use

Proven technology to convict criminals

Invisible marking solution

Police approved

Provides evidential tagging

How to use the SelectaDNA Spray Kit
Simply mount the aerosol in the orange holster and the spray kit is 
armed and ready to go. Use it in the same way you would any aerosol, 
such as a deodorant or cleaning product.

Aim the spray kit at the attacker and mark them with discreet, unique 
DNA from a distance of up to five metres. The DNA clings to clothes 
and skin for weeks, greatly increasing the chances of conviction.

Of course, once equipped with the highly visible spray kit and having 
displayed warning signage, the deterrent effect comes into play, 
meaning you’re unlikely to ever need to use it.

An approved training course by the SBD is provided 
by Selectamark to ensure correct use of the 
SelectaDNA Defence Spray. Essential training is 
provided to all using the spray kit. 

Please contact us on 01689 860 757 or sales@selectamark.co.uk 
for more information.

Selectamark Security Systems plc, 1 Locks Court, 429 Crofton Road, Locksbottom, Kent, BR6 8NL. 

For further press information and images contact: Angela Singleton, Press Officer for Selectamark. 
Telephone: +44 (0)7905 623 819  Email: angela.singleton@selectamark.co.uk DA0318/1

For more information visit

www.selectadna.co.uk
email
sales@selectamark.co.uk
or contact 
+44 (0)1689 860757

Permanent Visible Marking

Selectamark Secure Asset 
Register & BikeRegister

Certi�ed to LPS1224: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497b/01 to 02

Selectamark and Supermark
Overt Marking Systems

Certi�ed to LPS 1225: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497a/01 to 07

Preventing Personal Attack and Anti-Social Behaviour
SelectaDNA Defence Spray is a compact offender marking spray which 
can be used to deter and prevent criminal activity.

Following the successful arrest story, featured on page 6, this issue’s product focus is on SelectaDNA Defence Spray.
PRODUCT 
FOCUS


